
There She Is, Miss America 
!

By Susan HACK-LANE !
 !
Promotional campaigns come 
and go but some have incredible 
staying power.  !
Looking at a postcard of a 
glamorous 1920s beauty in 
bathing attire complete with 
slippers, mid-way into her dive, 
and with King Neptune watching 
from his throne, you would think 
that I would recognize the 
advertised event; not so easy 
even with an Atlantic City title 
topping the poster. But then, I 
was coaxed with the line "There 
she is, Miss America". !
At the onset of the Roaring 
Twenties, a group of New Jersey 
businessmen devised 
extravagant plans to extend the 
Atlantic City tourist season 
beyond the September Labor 
Day holiday by enhancing their 
seaside, boardwalk, and beach 
activities. The "Fall Frolic" of 1921 
was planned as a festival of 
concerts, tennis matches, a 
formal-dress ball, and 
highlighted by several seaside spectacles, a rolling wicker chair parade with three 
hundred fifty bathing beauties pushed along the boardwalk, and a bathing beauty 
contest. The event began at the local yacht club with a barge transporting King 
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Neptune and his entourage of twenty lavishly costumed bathing beauties and their 
twenty male slaves in a tableau of the "Frolic of Neptune".  !

The mega event included a beauty pageant with regional 
contestants selected from submitted photographs. The young 
winner was chosen for her beauty and popularity based upon 
the crowd's applause and points given to her by a panel of 
artists who served as judges.* The  prize was the Golden 
Mermaid trophy and a $100 scholarship. !
In the following year the contest expanded to a national event 
with the title of "Miss America" first used. The contestants were 
selected from each state and were expected to exemplify 
future homemakers and mothers. In essence, they strove for 
innocence and virtue, balanced with a public parade of a 

woman in a bathing suit.  !
Over the years rules and trends changed, as did the venue which returns to Atlantic 
City in 2014. Corporate sponsors and private donors now contribute to the yearly 

scholarships awarded to the winner and the runners up. These 
awards represent the largest worldwide scholarship money 
offered to women .  While controversies occurred and ended, 
the Miss America bathing suit competition remains a winner. 
 
Shown are three 
postcards (1921 - 
1923) and a 
seating pass (1925) 
with event listings. 
The illustration was 
done by Conrad J. 
Linke and 

represents the 
founding years of the pageant. The 
popular image shows little design 
modification from one year to the other.  !
And for the postcard collector, the cards 
are rare and costly. !

�2



Above postcards courtesy of the Steven Cohen Collection. Assistance courtesy of 
Pamela Blake !
* Artist Penrhyn Stanlaws was one of the judges in 1923. His impression was that the 
contestants were not typical of the American Girl and that artists should be the ones 
both selecting and judging the beauties. See Alex Jay's blog entry referred to below. !
http://strippersguide.blogspot.com/ 
Alex Jay, January 22, 2014 !
http://www.atlanticcitynj.com/ac-stories/?story=Here-she-comes-%28back%29-to-AC
%3A-Miss-America !
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/missamerica/peopleevents/e_first.html 
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